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Epidemiological Situation in Germany 

In accordance with the international standards of WHO1 and ECDC², the RKI considers all laboratory 
confirmations of SARS-CoV-2 and confirms these via nucleic acid based (e.g. PCR) or direct pathogen 
detection, irrespective of the presence and severity of clinical symptoms, as COVID-19 cases. Thus, in the 
following report the term "COVID-19 cases" covers acute SARS-CoV-2 infections as well as cases of COVID-
19 disease. 

General current assessment  

After a temporary stabilisation of case numbers at a higher level in late August and early September, a 
steep increase in case numbers ensued in October in all federal states. Due to measures implemented at 
the beginning of November the rise in cases could be stopped, albeit no considerable reduction in case 
numbers ensued. Since the beginning of December case numbers have been sharply increasing again.  

The R-value is currently around 1. Nevertheless, the daily number of new cases remains high due to the 
large number of current cases. Furthermore, during the festive season the detection, notification and 
transmission of COVID-19-cases is delayed, thus the R-value may be underestimated.  

Outbreaks are being reported from various districts throughout Germany in various settings, particularly in 
households and increasingly in nursing and long-term care homes, but also in occupational settings. 
Additionally, in many districts, there is an increasingly diffuse spread of SARS-CoV-2 without traceable 
transmission chains. 

Since patients in older age groups more often have more severe illness due to COVID-19, the number of 
serious cases and deaths remains on a high level. These can be avoided if all prevent the spread of the 
SARS-CoV-2 virus with the help of infection control measures. 

It is therefore still necessary for the entire population to be committed to infection prevention and control, 
e.g. by consistently observing rules of distance and hygiene - also outdoors -, by ventilating indoor spaces 
and, where indicated, by wearing a community mask correctly. Crowds of people - especially indoors - 
should be avoided. 

On 12/19/2020, a new virus variant (B.1.1.7) was reported in the UK. The ECDC has published a Risk 
Assessment on 29/12/2020. To date, it is unknown how the new virus variant will affect the COVID-19 
pandemic. Cases with the new variant have already been detected in numerous countries around the world. 
It is expected that infections with the new variant will be detected in further countries. So far, a few cases 
of this new variant have been transmitted to the RKI. Further cases may be expected. WHO has also 
reported another new virus variant detected in South Africa possibly associated with higher transmissibility 
and more severe disease.  

COVID-19 cases reported during the festive season and the first few days of the new year must be 
interpreted with caution as there may be fewer medical consultations, less sampling and diagnostic testing 
during that time. This may lead to fewer notified cases at the local level and hence to fewer transmitted 
COVID-19 cases to the RKI. Furthermore, not all local and state health authorities transmit data to the RKI 
on all days.  

  

 

1  World Health Organization, https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/WHO-2019-nCoV-Surveillance Case Definition-2020.1  
 ² European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control, https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/covid-19/surveillance/case-definition  
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Risk Assessment by the RKI 

In view of persistently high case numbers, the RKI now judges the threat to the health of the general 
population to be very high. The revised version highlights the increasingly diffuse SARS-CoV-2 transmission 
as well as the occurrence of outbreaks especially in households. occupational settings and nursing and 
senior care homes.  
Therefore. more rigorous case finding and contact tracing as well as better protection of vulnerable groups 
is essential. Vulnerable persons can only be reliably protected if the number of new infections can be 
substantially reduced. The current version can be found here:  
https://www.rki.de/DE/Content/InfAZ/N/Neuartiges Coronavirus/Risikobewertung.html (in German) 

Measures taken in Germany 

- Vaccination started in Germany on the 26th of December 2020 
- Regulation to protect against entry-related infection risks regarding novel mutations of the coronavirus 

SARS-CoV-2 (21/12/2020. in German) 
https://www.bundesgesundheitsministerium.de/fileadmin/Dateien/3 Downloads/C/Coronavirus/Veror
dnungen/CoronaSchV BAnz AT 21.12.2020 V4.pdf 

- Information on the designation of international risk areas 
https://www.rki.de/DE/Content/InfAZ/N/Neuartiges Coronavirus/Risikogebiete neu.html 

- Recommendations on COVID-19-vaccination (17.12.2020. in German) 
https://www.rki.de/DE/Content/Infekt/Impfen/ImpfungenAZ/COVID-19/Impfempfehlung-
Zusfassung.html 

- Third law on protection of the population in the event of an epidemic of national concern (18/11/2020. 
in German) https://www.bundesgesundheitsministerium.de/service/gesetze-und-verordnungen/guv-
19-lp/drittes-bevoelkerungsschutzgesetz.html 

- Further governmental resolutions regarding additional containment measures (Lockdown. 13/12/2020. 
in German) https://www.bundesregierung.de/breg-de/themen/coronavirus/merkel-beschluss-
weihnachten-1827396 

- National Testing Strategy – who will be tested for SARS-CoV-2 in Germany (30/11/2020. in German) 
https://www.rki.de/DE/Content/InfAZ/N/Neuartiges Coronavirus/Teststrategie/Nat-Teststrat.html  

- Important information and guidance on the novel coronavirus SARS-CoV-2 for returning travellers 
(08/11/2020) 
https://www.rki.de/DE/Content/InfAZ/N/Neuartiges Coronavirus/Transport/BMG Merkblatt Reisende

Tab.html 

- Selected and regularly updated information on COVID-19 
https://www.rki.de/EN/Content/infections/epidemiology/outbreaks/COVID-19/COVID19.html 

- The ministry of health has published a record of all measures implemented in Germany since 
27/01/2020 (in German) 
https://www.bundesgesundheitsministerium.de/coronavirus/chronik-coronavirus.html 

- Information from the Ministry of Health for travellers entering Germany: Frequently asked questions 
and answers (in German) 
https://www.bundesgesundheitsministerium.de/coronavirus-infos-reisende/faq-tests-einreisende.html  

- Corona-Warn-App 
https://www.rki.de/EN/Content/infections/epidemiology/outbreaks/COVID-19/CWA/CWA.html  
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- Information on additional regulations at the regional level regarding control measures such as physical 
distancing or quarantine regulations for persons entering from other countries can be accessed here (in 
German): 
https://www.bundesregierung.de/breg-de/themen/coronavirus/corona-bundeslaender-1745198  

- Data on current disease activity can be found on the RKI dashboard: 
https://corona.rki.de/ 

- A distance of 1.5 metres to other individuals must be maintained in public spaces: (in German) 
https://www.bundesregierung.de/breg-de/themen/coronavirus/besprechung-der-bundeskanzlerin-mit-
den-regierungschefinnen-und-regierungschefs-der-laender-1733248  

- (Non-medical) face masks must be worn on public transport and in shops in all federal states.  

 


